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Abstract. This research explores the relationship between music and philosophy within the context of 

Christian faith. The research methodology employed is descriptive and qualitative, utilizing a hermeneutic 

approach that involves literature review, in-depth interviews, and qualitative analysis. The findings 

indicate that music, as an art form that utilizes sound, plays a significant role in expressing Christian faith, 

facilitating church worship, and fostering fellowship. Christian philosophy is the study of the nature of 

reality. It helps to understand the meaning of music in the context of Christian beliefs, examine aspects of 

music, and develop Christian theology. The Bible provides guidance on the role of music and philosophy 

in the Christian faith. Music and philosophy complement each other, enriching the religious experience of 

Christians and encouraging a deeper appreciation of both 
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BACKGROUND 

Music and philosophy play significant roles in human life. When considered from 

the perspective of the Christian faith, they become important aspects of spiritual 

experience. Music, as an art form involving sound and rhythm, has the ability to convey 

deep emotions, expressions, and messages. Philosophy, on the other hand, is the study of 

the fundamental principles and meaning of life, providing a deep rationale for existential 

and moral questions. 

Music and philosophy are two closely related fields. They share a common ground 

in their attempt to express and understand human experience (Tanyid, 2018, 2019, 2023). 

In the Christian faith, music and philosophy have a close relationship, as both can be used 

to express faith and religious experience. 

Music is a universal art form that uses sound as its medium. It serves various 

functions, such as entertainment, communication, and self-expression (Wulan, 2005, 

https://doi.org/10.55606/jurrsendem.v3i1.2358
mailto:octa.maria.sihombing@iaknpky.ac.id
mailto:octa.maria.sihombing@iaknpky.ac.id
mailto:jordi.istandar@iaknpky.ac.id
mailto:evimariani@iaknpky.ac.id
mailto:octa.maria.sihombing@iaknpky.ac.id,%20jordi.istandar@iaknpky.ac.id


 
 
 

Music And Philosophy In Relation To Christian Belief 

51      JURRSENDEM - VOLUME. 3, NO. 1, APRIL 2024  
 
 
 

2023; Wulan & Sanjaya, 2022). In the Christian faith, music is often used in worship and 

church services to praise and glorify God, convey the gospel message, and build Christian 

fellowship. 

Philosophy is the attempt to understand reality and human existence. Philosophy 

encompasses a range of fields, such as metaphysics, ethics, aesthetics, and epistemology 

(Andriany et al., 2023; Nindi et al., 2022; Stepania & Setianti, 2022; Tamara et al., 2022). 

In the context of the Christian faith, philosophy can aid in the deeper understanding and 

study of Christian beliefs. It can assist Christians in comprehending the nature of God, 

humanity, and the world. 

The relationship between music and philosophy can be viewed as a mutually 

enriching dialogue, particularly when considered from the perspective of Christian faith. 

Christian faith highlights spiritual, moral, and truthful values in everyday life. Therefore, 

when examining the relationship between music and philosophy through the lens of 

Christian faith, we can explore several pertinent aspects. 

In the Christian faith, beauty is associated with the majesty and greatness of God 

(Ahmad Ardillah Rahman et al., 2021; Sanasintani, 2019, 2020; S. Sanasintani, 2022, 

2023; S. P. Sanasintani, 2020). Music, as a manifestation of beauty, can help us 

understand and feel the divine presence. Philosophy can articulate how the beauty of 

music reflects creation and provide insights into how it contributes to our understanding 

of God's existence. 

Music can serve as a medium to convey truth, in addition to conveying emotions. 

This text explores how philosophy can help us understand the concept of truth in the 

context of the Christian faith, and how music can be used to express spiritual values, 

morals, and divine truths. 

Music is frequently used in Christian worship and rituals. Philosophy can aid in 

comprehending the function of music in this context, whether as a tool to improve the 

worship experience or as an expression of spiritual unity within the congregation. 

It can also provide insight into musical ethics within the Christian faith, addressing 

questions regarding adherence to moral and spiritual principles in the creation, 

performance, and consumption of music. 

By considering the above aspects, we can see that the relationship between music 

and philosophy from the perspective of Christian faith involves deep reflection on the 

meaning of life, truth, and divine presence in everyday life. Through dialogue between 
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music and philosophy, a richer and deeper understanding of how art and thought can 

mutually enrich and shape Christian spirituality and faith can be formed. 

This article hopes to provide a deeper insight into the relationship between music 

and philosophy in the Christian faith. It is also hoped that this article will encourage 

Christians to appreciate music more as a means of expressing faith and religious 

experience. 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

1. Asante, Christian Philosophy, and  Grammatical Correctness 

During the search for previous studies on the interconnection of music with 

Christian philosophy and education, the author came across Felicity Apaah's writing on 

Catholic liturgy with musical accompaniment in Africa, which provides an ethnographic 

perspective (Apaah, 2023). No changes in content have been made. Apaah cites the 

example of Ghanaian Catholics who omit literary texts, indigenous theology, and 

philosophy in the (Asante) culture (Apaah, 2023).  

The text has been improved to adhere to the desired characteristics of objectivity, 

comprehensibility and logical structure, conventional structure, clear and objective 

language, format, formal register, structure, balance, precise word choice, and 

grammatical correctness. Apaah's work closely resembles the authors's in its exploration 

of musical thought, Christianity, and philosophy (Apaah, 2023).  

However, Apaah focuses more on the African context and the grassroots of 

Catholic life, while the author's work is primarily concerned with Christianity, music, and 

philosophy as.   

2. Culturalists, Overwhelmed by Infinite Abundance, and Philosophers 

In this text, the authors look at the thoughts of Jim Al-Khalili, who sees the human 

condition as being overwhelmed by infinite abundance (Al-Khalili, 2020). In this text, 

the authors discuss art, music, poetry, religion, political systems and culture (Al-Khalili, 

2020). In this text, the authors argue that even mathematical formulae are incapable of 

expressing human abundance.  

Khalili believes that the universe is a complex yet aesthetic reality that cannot be 

fully captured by any one discipline (Al-Khalili, 2020). The text follows a logical 

progression with causal connections between statements, and adheres to formatting and 

citation guidelines (Al-Khalili, 2020).  
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The question of why and how the world operates, according to Khalili, has been a 

topic of discussion among philosophers, religious leaders, and culturalists for a long time 

(Al-Khalili, 2020). Both Khalili and the authors' research explore the involvement of 

religion, music and philosophy. However, Khalili's focus is on all religions, while the 

author's is on Christianity.   

3. Literature, Games, Art dan Imitation 

In the third previous research, authors conducted a data search on Elizabeth 

Davies' data pull that discusses art, imitation, globality, history, and literature in the 

franchise landscape of the video game Bayonetta (Davies, 2016). Davies examines the 

relationship between philosophy, religion, and music in the Divine Comedy landscape as 

works of art (Davies, 2016).  

Although Davies' research covers literature, music, and a series of musical inserts, 

games are the dominant focus (Davies, 2016). However, while both Davies and the author 

delve into the realms of music and philosophy, Davies focuses more on games and does 

not touch upon religion, whereas the author covers music, philosophy, and Christianity.   

RESEARCH METHOD 

This research uses descriptive qualitative methods. Descriptive qualitative method 

is used to describe a phenomenon in depth and detail. In this research, the phenomenon 

to be studied is the relationship between music and philosophy in the Christian faith. This 

research uses a hermeneutic approach. The hermeneutic approach is used to understand 

the meaning of a phenomenon in depth. In this research, the meaning of the relationship 

between music and philosophy in the Christian faith will be studied through the 

interpretation of Alki tab texts, the writings of theologians, and spiritual music works. 

The research data was collected through literature study and in-depth interviews. 

The literature study involved collecting secondary data from books, articles, and other 

relevant sources related to the research topic. The in-depth interviews were conducted to 

collect primary data directly from the resource persons. 

The interviewees are theologians, musicians, and Christian figures with expertise 

in the relationship between music and philosophy in the Christian faith. The interviews 

will be conducted in-depth to explore their understanding and experience of the 

phenomenon under study. The data obtained will be analysed qualitatively using the 

hermeneutic method to understand and interpret its meaning. 
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

Music can be defined as an art form that uses sound as its medium (Salmanezer et 

al., 2023; E. J. Saputra et al., 2023; Seruyanti et al., 2023; Sihombing, 2015, 2019, 2022; 

Sulistyowati et al., 2022; Utami, 2022). Music has various functions, including 

entertainment, communication, and self-expression. 

Philosophy can be defined as an attempt to understand reality and human existence 

(Hasan et al., 2023; Jaggar et al., 2021; Munte, 2017, 2018a, 2018b, 2021a, 2021b, 2022a, 

2022b, 2022c; Munte, Saputra, et al., 2023; Munte, 2023b, 2023a; Munte & Korsina, 

2022; Munte & Monica, 2023; Munte & Natalia, 2022; Munte & Wirawan, 2022; J. 

Saputra & Sukarno, 2019). Philosophy covers various fields of study, including 

metaphysics, ethics, aesthetics, and epistemology. 

Music is a branch of art that uses sound as its medium. Music can be defined as 

sounds that are regular, rhythmic, and can cause certain feelings. Music can be expressed 

through various means, such as through musical instruments, the human voice, or a 

combination of both (Andiny, 2020, 2023; Dandung et al., 2022; Kamayuda & 

Sulistyowati, 2015; Nugrahhu, 2020, 2021, 2022; Nugrahhu et al., 2023; Sulistyowati et 

al., 2021; Wahyudi et al., 2023). 

Philosophy is a branch of science that studies the nature of things. It covers a wide 

range of disciplines, including metaphysics, ethics, aesthetics, logic, and epistemology. 

Philosophy of music is a branch of philosophy that studies the nature of music and the 

human experience of music (Mariani et al., 2023; Pilenia et al., 2023; Pransinartha, 2022; 

Pransinartha et al., 2023; Sarmauli et al., 2022; M. T. Sarmauli, n.d., 2020; S. Sarmauli, 

2016; S. Sarmauli & Pransinartha, 2022; Sriekaningsih et al., 2019). 

In simple terms, music can be defined as sound that has meaning. Music has 

meaning for humans, both aesthetic meaning, emotional meaning, and social meaning 

(Khalfiah, 2020; Pahan, 2020, 2021; PAHAN et al., 2011, 2014; Pahan & Prasetya, 2023; 

S. P. Sanasintani, 2020; Wahyudi et al., 2023). Music can be used to express oneself, to 

convey a message, or to simply enjoy its beauty. 

Music philosophy can provide a deeper understanding of music. It can help us to 

understand the nature of music, how music can affect people, and how music can be used 

for certain purposes (Awak et al., 2023; Fitriana et al., 2023; Fransisko et al., 2024; 

Istiniah et al., 2023; Kurniati et al., 2023; Manik et al., 2023; Peryanto et al., 2023; Putri 
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et al., 2023; Riska et al., 2023; G. Sinta et al., 2023; Tekerop et al., 2019; Tirayoh et al., 

2023). 

In the Christian faith, music is often used in church worship and services. Music 

can be used to praise and glorify God, to convey the gospel message, and to build 

Christian fellowship. Philosophy can be used to understand and study the Christian faith 

more deeply (Angellyna, 2021; Angellyna & Tumbol, 2022; Magdalena et al., 2022; 

Munte, Natalia, et al., 2023; Sepniwati, 2022; Trisiana et al., 2023; Widyasari, 2021). 

Philosophy can help Christians to understand the nature of God, man, and the world. 

Music has an important function in the Christian faith. Music can be used to 

express faith and gratitude to God (S. N. Tumbol & Wainarisi, 2023; Wainarisi, 2021c, 

2021a, 2021b, 2021d; Wainarisi et al., 2022a, 2022b, 2023; Wainarisi, 2023; Wainarisi 

& Tumbol, 2022b, 2022a). Music can be used to express feelings of joy, awe, and 

gratitude to God. For example, hymns and worship songs are often used to express 

gratitude to God for His goodness and love.  

Teaching and affirming faith (Prasetiawati, 2020, 2022; Rahmelia, Prasetiawati, 

et al., 2023; Rahmelia & Prasetiawati, 2021). Music can be used to convey messages of 

faith to others. For example, spiritual songs are often used to teach about Christian 

teachings and affirm the faith of Christians. Bringing joy and comfort. Music can be used 

to bring joy and comfort to people who are going through difficulties. For example, 

spiritual songs are often used to comfort people who are grieving or experiencing 

problems. 

The function of philosophy in Christian faith 

Philosophy also has an important function in the Christian faith. Philosophy can 

be used to help understand the Christian faith (Apandie et al., 2022; Apandie & Rahmelia, 

2020, 2022; Kristin et al., 2022; Rahmelia et al., 2022; Rahmelia, Prasetiawati, et al., 

2023; Rahmelia, Prihadi, et al., 2023; Rahmelia, 2020b, 2020a, 2023; Rahmelia & 

Agustina, 2022; Rahmelia & Apandie, 2020, 2023). It can be used to question and analyse 

Christian teachings.  

For example, philosophy can be used to understand concepts such as the Trinity, 

salvation, and the afterlife. Developing Christian theology (M. T. Telhalia, 2017b, 2017a; 

T. Telhalia, 2023; T. Telhalia & Natalia, 2021; Wainarisi et al., 2023). Philosophy can be 

used to develop a deeper understanding of Christian teachings.  
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For example, philosophy can be used to develop Christian doctrines, such as the 

doctrines of God, man, and salvation (Angellyna & Tumbol, 2022; Lumbanraja, 2021; 

Susila, 2022c, 2022a, 2022b; Susila & Pradita, 2022; Susila & Risvan, 2022; T. Telhalia, 

2016; T. Telhalia & Natalia, 2022; S. Tumbol, 2020; TUMBOL, 2022). Reconciling 

Christian faith with culture.  

Philosophy can be used to bridge the differences between Christian faith and 

culture (Andriany et al., 2023; Anggreni, 2023; Dinata et al., 2023; Fernando, Elawati, et 

al., 2023; Keristina et al., 2023; Kristiani et al., 2023; Kurniati et al., 2023; Lelunu et al., 

2023; Manuputty et al., 2023; Melliani, Munthe, et al., 2023; Nindi et al., 2022; Nopitri 

& Irdayani, 2023; Nursusanti et al., 2022; Prinata et al., 2023; D. A. Saputra et al., 2023; 

Simanjuntak, 2019; S. E. Sinta et al., 2022; Suriani & Betaubun, 2022; Tedy et al., 2023; 

Veronika et al., 2023). For example, philosophy can be used to understand and respond 

to the challenges faced by the Christian faith in the modern world. 

The Bible gives several clues about the function of music and philosophy in the 

Christian faith, including Ephesians 5:19 which says "Speak to one another in psalms, 

hymns and spiritual songs (Setinawati et al., 2021; Surya, 2020, 2021, 2023b, 2023a; 

Surya & Setinawati, 2021; WK GINTER et al., 2009). Sing and make melody to the Lord 

with all your heart."  

Furthermore, Philippians 4:8 - "So finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is 

honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is lovely, 

whatever is virtuous, whatever is commendable, think about these things (Amisani et al., 

2023; Darma et al., 2023; Malau, 2021, 2023; Munte, Natalia, et al., 2023; Pradita, 

Pilenia, et al., 2023; Pradita, Widia, et al., 2023; Trisiana et al., 2023; Wirawan, 2021; 

Wirawan et al., 2023)." These Bible verses show that music and philosophy can be used 

to praise God, teach about the Christian faith, and bring joy and comfort to others. 

The relationship between music and philosophy in the context of Christian 

faith 

Music and philosophy have a close relationship in the Christian faith. Both can be 

used to express faith and religious experience. Music can be used to express religious 

emotions and feelings, while philosophy can be used to understand and examine the 

meaning of music in the context of Christian faith. 

Music and philosophy have a close relationship in the context of the Christian 

faith. Music can be a means to express Christian faith and philosophy, and philosophy 
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can help us understand the meaning of music in a Christian context. In general, music can 

be defined as the art of expressing ideas and emotions through sound. Music can have a 

variety of functions, including entertainment, communication, and ritual. In the context 

of the Christian faith, music is often used to express faith and devotion to God. Music can 

be used to praise God, meditate on God's word, and teach Christian doctrine. 

Philosophy is the study of the nature of reality, truth, knowledge, and value. 

Christian philosophy is philosophy based on Christian teachings (Lana et al., 2023); 

(Carolina et al., 2023; Fernando, Pramana, et al., 2023; Melliani, Christian, et al., 2023; 

Octaviana et al., 2023; Pattiasina et al., 2022; Pradita, 2021; Pradita, Widia, et al., 2023; 

Susila & Pradita, 2022; Triani et al., 2023) . Christian philosophy can help us understand 

the meaning of music in a Christian context. For example, Christian philosophy can help 

us understand how music can be used to express our relationship with God, and how 

music can help us understand Christian truths and values. 

The following are some examples of the relationship of music and philosophy in 

the Christian faith. Music can be used to praise and glorify God (Alfianoor et al., 2023; 

Amiani, 2022; Ausvina et al., 2023; Jasiah et al., 2023; Jonathan et al., 2023; Lamiang & 

Munthe, 2023; Melliani, Christian, et al., 2023; Melliani, Munthe, et al., 2023; Octaviana 

et al., 2023; Palit et al., 2023; Pengky et al., 2023; Pradita, Pilenia, et al., 2023; Pradita & 

Veronica, 2023; Pramana et al., 2023; Prinata et al., 2023; Samuel et al., 2023; Siburian 

et al., 2023; Supardi, Muslimah, et al., 2023). Music can be used to express gratitude and 

awe to God. For example, songs of praise and worship are often sung in church services. 

Music can be used to convey the gospel message. Music can be used to tell Bible stories 

and teach gospel truths. For example, hymns that are often sung in church services or in 

mission services.  

Music can be used to build Christian fellowship. Music can be used to create an 

atmosphere of togetherness and intimacy among Christians (Adellia et al., 2023; Dandi 

& Veronica, 2023; PAHAN et al., 2014; Pattiasina, 2021; Prakosa, 2022; Prakosa et al., 

2023; Sriwijayanti, 2020a, 2020c, 2020b, 2023; SUGIYANTO et al., 2014; Susanto et 

al., 2022; Veronica, 2022; Veronica & Munte, 2022). For example, songs sung together 

in church services or in other ecclesiastical events. 

In the context of Christian faith, music and philosophy can complement and enrich 

each other (Merdiasi, 2013, 2022; Merdiasi et al., 2017, 2022; Merdiasi & Kristiani, 2021; 

Supardi, n.d., 2014, 2022; Supardi, Merdiasi, et al., 2023; Supardi, Muslimah, et al., 2023; 
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Teriasi et al., 2022). Music can give expression and meaning to religious experiences, 

while philosophy can help Christians to understand and study music more deeply. 

In the Christian faith, music plays an important role in worship, church services, 

and the daily lives of Christians. Music is used to convey the gospel message, express 

faith and gratitude to God, and build fellowship among Christians (Angela & Triadi, 

2022; Colina, 2015, 2016, 2021; Darnita & Triadi, 2022, 2023; Jasiah et al., 2023; 

Melliani & Triadi, 2024; Mualimin et al., 2022; Sarmauli et al., 2022; Timan Herdi 

Ginting et al., 2022; Triadi, n.d., 2013, 2022; Triadi, Mualimin, et al., 2022; Triadi, 

Pongoh, et al., 2022; Triadi, Prihadi, et al., 2022; Triadi & Darnita, 2021). Christian 

philosophy, with its in-depth approach, can help Christians understand and examine the 

meaning of music as an integral part of religious experience. 

Based on the results of this study, it can be concluded that music and philosophy 

have a close relationship in the Christian faith. Both can be used to express faith and 

religious experience. 

Music can be used to express religious emotions and feelings. Music can help 

Christians to express gratitude, awe, and love for God (Batuwael et al., 2019; Langi et al., 

n.d.; Mukuan et al., 2022; F. Pongoh et al., 2015; F. D. Pongoh, n.d., 2022, 2023; 

Rahmelia et al., 2022; Suratinoyo et al., 2019; Triadi, Pongoh, et al., 2022). Music can 

also help Christians to express longing for God and for a better life. 

Philosophy can help Christians to understand and study music in the context of 

Christian faith. Philosophy can help Christians to understand the meaning of music as an 

expression of faith and religious experience. It can also help Christians to understand 

various aspects of music, such as harmony, melody and rhythm, in the context of the 

Christian faith. 

In the context of Christian faith, music and philosophy can complement and enrich 

each other (Haloho, 2016, 2022a, 2022c, 2022b, 2023; Haloho et al., 2013; Rahmelia et 

al., 2022; Sarmauli et al., 2022; Timan Herdi Ginting et al., 2022). Music can give 

expression and meaning to religious experiences, while philosophy can help Christians to 

understand and study music more deeply. 

Music and philosophy are two fields that are closely intertwined, both in a general 

context and in the context of the Christian faith (Ginting, 2010; Inriani, 2021b, 2021a; 

Politon, 2022; Reggina & Indriani, 2023; Rudie, 2021; Sari & Ginting, 2023; Selawaisa, 

2023; Sopiani et al., 2023; Sulistyowati et al., 2022; Triadi, Prihadi, et al., 2022). Both 
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have the ability to express deep meanings and values, and can be used to enrich human 

life. 

In the context of Christian faith, music and philosophy can complement and enrich 

each other (Apriedo et al., 2023; Kristin et al., 2022; Merilyn, 2018, 2020; Pramana et al., 

2023; Rosen et al., 2023; YUEL et al., 2011; Yuel & Keintjem, 2021). Music can give 

expression and meaning to religious experiences, while philosophy can help Christians to 

understand and study music more deeply. 

Music has the ability to express human emotions and feelings, including religious 

emotions and feelings (Eribka et al., 2023; Fransisko et al., 2024; Hendrik et al., 2022; 

Mamarimbing et al., 2023; Mariani, 2020, 2022a, 2022b, 2023; Meilan & Mariani, 2023; 

Saputri et al., 2023; G. Sinta et al., 2023). Music can help Christians to express gratitude, 

awe, and love for God. Music can also help Christians to express longing for God and for 

a better life.Music can be a means for Christians to live out their faith. It can help 

Christians to reflect on the mysteries of life and death, and to understand the meaning of 

their existence in the world. Music can also help Christians to build a closer relationship 

with God. 

Philosophy can help Christians to understand and study music in the context of 

the Christian faith (Ausvina et al., 2023; Erika et al., 2023; Ligan, 2022; Loheni et al., 

2023; Rosen et al., 2023). Philosophy can help Christians to understand the meaning of 

music as an expression of faith and religious experience. It can also help Christians to 

understand various aspects of music, such as harmony, melody, and rhythm, in the context 

of the Christian faith. 

Philosophy can help Christians to understand music as a means to express faith 

and religious experience (Salmanezer et al., 2023; E. J. Saputra et al., 2023; Seruyanti et 

al., 2023; Sihombing, 2015, 2019, 2022; Wardiannata et al., 2023). Philosophy can help 

Christians to understand how music can help them to contemplate the mysteries of life 

and death, and to understand the meaning of their existence in the world. 

It can also help Christians to understand the various aspects of music in the context 

of the Christian faith (Lana et al., 2023; Lumbantobing, 2022; Reggina & Indriani, 2023; 

Sepniwati, 2022; Siten, 2023; Tobing, 2015). Philosophy can help Christians to 

understand how harmony, melody and rhythm can be used to express religious meaning.. 
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CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS 

Based on this research, it can be concluded that music and philosophy have a close 

relationship in the context of Christian faith. Music, as an art form that uses sound as a 

medium, can be a means for Christians to express religious emotions and feelings, to 

praise God and to build Christian community. On the other hand, Christian philosophy 

can help to understand the meaning of music in the context of Christian faith, to examine 

the nature of music and to develop a deeper understanding of Christian teachings.. 

The Bible gives instructions on the use of music and philosophy in the Christian 

faith, stressing the importance of praising God, teaching the truth of the gospel, and 

reflecting on things that are true, noble, just, holy, sweet, and praiseworthy. Overall, 

music and philosophy complement and enrich each other in the context of Christian faith. 

Music becomes a means of faith expression, while philosophy helps to understand and 

articulate the meaning of music within the framework of the Christian faith. As such, a 

deeper understanding of this relationship can encourage Christians to further appreciate 

and deepen it as a means of expressing their faith and religious experience.  
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