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Abstract. The aim of this research is to analyze the development and implementation of contemporary learning
methods in the context of Islamic education, highlighting the role of digital transformation in enhancing the
effectiveness and relevance of religious education. The approach used is a literature study with a qualitative
method, analyzing scientific literature and related credible sources. The main findings indicate that the integration
of digital technology such as LMS, interactive videos, and artificial intelligence can enhance student engagement,
collaboration, and the development of critical and creative skills, thereby addressing the challenges of the times.
However, the limitations of the research include the lack of direct empirical data from field applications and the
need for adaptation to local characteristics. The practical implication of this study is the importance of developing
teacher competencies and designing a flexible and contextual curriculum to support the effective implementation
of this method. The original value of this research lies in the integration of contemporary educational concepts
with Islamic educational values, as an innovative solution to meet the needs of adaptive and meaningful education
in the global digital era.
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1. INTRODUCTION

In the current era of globalization, global education trends indicate an increasing need
for mastery of 21st-century competencies, such as digital literacy, creativity, and collaboration
skills, supported by OECD data stating that 70% of educational institutions in various countries
are beginning to adopt innovative and technology-based learning methods. In Indonesia, unique
challenges arise at the local level, where data from the Ministry of Education and Culture
(Kemdikbud) shows that around 65% of Islamic Religious Education (PAI) students are still
less actively engaged in the learning process, and only 35% are able to relate Islamic teachings
to everyday life contexts. The inability of traditional methods such as lectures and
memorization to meet these needs has led to criticism of the effectiveness of conventional
learning models, which tend to be passive and lack innovation.

In the modern educational world, the learning process no longer relies solely on
conventional methods such as lectures or rote memorization. Learning is an interactive process
between students, educators, and the learning environment that involves various components
such as learning objectives, curriculum, teacher roles, methods, media, and evaluation. In the
context of Islamic Religious Education (PAI), the challenges are becoming increasingly

complex along with the rapid development of technology and society. The traditional methods
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that have been used so far are often considered less effective in meeting the needs of the
younger generation in the digital era.

Learning is a process that involves the interaction between students and educators,
supported by learning resources within a learning environment, whether it be a school or a
university. Learning itself has several planning stages, which include learning objectives,
curriculum, teacher roles, student participation, teaching methods, materials, teaching tools
(media), and evaluation.

Islamic religious education aims to shape the character, morals, and spirituality of
individuals through the understanding of Islamic teachings. However, with the rapid
development of the times and social changes, the challenges in Islamic education are becoming
increasingly complex. On one hand, traditional learning models that have existed for centuries,
such as teaching through lectures, memorization, and repetition, are still considered effective
in transmitting basic knowledge about Islam. However, this approach is often considered less
capable or less optimal in meeting the needs of the younger generation living in an era of rapid
information and technology.

Conceptually, a learning model has a different meaning from the concepts of learning
approaches, learning strategies, learning methods, learning techniques, and learning tactics. A
learning model is a design that describes the detailed process and creation of an environmental
situation that allows students to interact, resulting in changes or developments in the students
themselves. The learning approach is someone's perspective on the learning process based on
a certain theory they believe in. Learning strategies are educational activities that must be
carried out by educators and learners so that learning objectives can be achieved effectively
and efficiently. Strategy is a plan of action that includes the use of methods and the utilization
of various resources in learning. Whereas learning techniques and tactics can be conceptually
distinguished. Learning techniques are the ways in which a person implements a method
specifically.

On the other hand, contemporary learning models are starting to receive more attention
in the context of Islamic religious education. This approach emphasizes interactivity,
collaboration, and the use of technology in the teaching and learning process. By utilizing
digital resources and problem-based learning methods, this model aims to enhance student
engagement and the relevance of teaching materials to their daily lives.

In response to this, contemporary learning methods have begun to be developed. This
method emphasizes active student engagement, the use of information technology,

collaboration, and flexibility towards individual learning styles. In Islamic education, the

428 Jurnal Riset Rumpun Ilmu Pendidikan — VOLUME 4, NOMOR 2, AGUSTUS 2025



e-ISSN: 2828-8483; p-ISSN: 2828-8432, Hal 427-437

application of this method aims for students not only to understand religious teachings
theoretically but also to internalize and apply them in their daily lives critically and relevantly.
Therefore, it is very important to evaluate and understand contemporary learning models as an
adaptive educational solution to the times.

Most previous research has focused on the development of general learning methods
without integrating the specific context of Islamic religious education (PAI), so there are not
many models that incorporate contemporary approaches that are specifically relevant in this
field. Therefore, there is a gap in the literature regarding the application of hybrid methods that
combine modern pedagogical principles and the values of tarbiyah in Islamic education, which
can effectively address these challenges. The theoretical framework used is Vygotsky's theory
of the zone of proximal development (ZPD), which emphasizes the importance of social
interaction and educator support in the learning process, as well as the principles of tarbiyah in
Islam that stress the holistic development of students' character and spirituality. This
multidisciplinary approach is expected to provide innovative and practical solutions through
the development of a hybrid learning model, which balances conventional and contemporary
methods. The significance of this research lies in its contribution both academically, by
enriching the literature on Islamic pedagogy with a digital pedagogy approach, and practically,
by providing a framework for a learning model that is adaptive and relevant to the needs and
characteristics of students in Indonesia. Thus, it is expected to enhance engagement,
understanding, and the practice of Islamic teachings in a critical and contextual manner.

The location of this problem is very urgent to address immediately considering
empirical data shows that student inactivity in PAI learning has become one of the main factors
in the low motivation and achievement of students, thus it is important to develop innovative
solutions that are in line with the times. The aim of this research is to design and test a hybrid
learning model based on digital pedagogy principles and tarbiyah values, in order to enhance
student participation and understanding in Islamic religious education more effectively and

relevantly in the Indonesian context.

2. METHODS

The approach used in the research is a qualitative approach with the type of Literature
Study. Library study is a type of research whose procedure involves the examination and
review of literature sources relevant to the raised research topic. The literature reviewed
consists of scientific works deemed credible for use in the research. The data sources used

include books and journal articles that examine the topic of contemporary learning methods.
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Data analysis is used to find conclusions and answers to the research questions. Researchers
use content analysis to examine the text of the literature they previously reviewed as a data

source. Data analysis is used to find conclusions and answers to the research questions.

3. DISCUSSION
Definition and characteristics of contemporary learning methods.

Contemporary learning methods are those that combine technology and modern approaches
to create engaging and effective learning experiences. In this method, the teacher acts as a
facilitator, while students actively engage in the learning process. They are encouraged to
explore, collaborate, and innovate, thereby developing critical and creative skills. Additionally,
this method often utilizes digital resources and interactive tools that support more personalized
and relevant learning, allowing students to learn at their own pace and according to their
individual learning styles. Thus, the learning process becomes more enjoyable and meaningful.
Because in the world of education, teaching methods play an important role in achieving
learning objectives, and not only that, teaching also serves as a bridge between educational
goals and students' interests and abilities.

A successful learning process requires various supporting elements, including effective
teaching methods. If teachers apply the right methods, students will not only better understand
the material being taught, but they will also remain engaged and motivated throughout the
learning process. However, achieving educational goals can become a challenge if the teaching
methods used in Islamic Religious Education (PAI) do not align with the lesson material and
the characteristics of the students.

Its main characteristics include several important aspects, such as the use of innovative
technology, effective collaboration among students, the implementation of project-based
learning that encourages active participation, and the ability to adapt to diverse individual
learning styles. These aspects support each other to create a dynamic and inclusive learning
environment. This method aims to meet the needs of students in the digital era and prepare
them to face the challenges we have been facing all along.

Principles of contemporary learning methods

Contemporary learning methods have several key characteristics that distinguish them from
traditional approaches. One of its main features is the integration of technology in the learning
process, whether through the use of digital devices, online learning platforms, or interactive
applications that support active student engagement. In addition, this method emphasizes the

importance of collaboration, where students are encouraged to work together in groups,
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discuss, and share knowledge with each other. Project-based learning also becomes a
distinctive approach, providing students with the opportunity to develop critical thinking and
problem-solving skills through tasks relevant to the real world. Another equally important
characteristic is the flexibility and adaptability of this method to individual learning styles,
allowing for a more personalized, responsive, and needs- and potential-oriented learning
process for each student.

The difference between contemporary learning methods and traditional methods

Traditional and contemporary learning models each have unique characteristics and
specific relevance in the design of Islamic Religious Education (PAI) learning, which can
significantly affect students' learning outcomes. The traditional model, which usually focuses
on lecture-based approaches and direct teaching from the teacher, offers a clear structure and
efficiency in conveying basic information about Islamic teachings, such as creed, worship, and
ethics. However, this approach often makes students passive, less engaged in the learning
process, and does not encourage the development of critical thinking skills and creativity. On
the other hand, contemporary learning models emphasize active student engagement,
interaction, and the use of more flexible methods such as discussions, collaborative projects,
and information technology. This approach is capable of creating a dynamic and relevant
learning environment, where students can relate Islamic teachings to their daily life contexts,
thereby enhancing their motivation and understanding of the material.

Although contemporary models offer many advantages, challenges in their
implementation, such as the need for additional skills from teachers and students' adaptation to
new methods, also need to be considered. Therefore, the integration of elements from both
models can be an effective solution in the design of PAI learning, where teachers can start by
providing a theoretical foundation through brief lectures before proceeding with interactive
activities involving group discussions or projects. In this way, students not only acquire basic
knowledge but also actively engage in the learning process, which is expected to produce a
generation of young people who not only understand Islamic teachings theoretically but also
can apply them in their daily lives. Overall, the selection and integration of the right learning
models are crucial to creating meaningful and effective learning experiences in Islamic
religious education.

The history and development of contemporary learning methods

Contemporary learning methods have emerged as a response to the dynamics of

increasingly complex social, cultural, and technological changes, especially since the latter half

of the 20th century. Starting from criticism of traditional teacher-centered learning methods,
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contemporary approaches have developed alongside the introduction of modern learning
theories such as constructivism, humanism, and socioculturalism, which place learners as
active subjects in the learning process.

The transformation of teaching methods is being accelerated by the emergence of the digital
revolution, which brings significant innovations in the world of education, such as the use of
Learning Management Systems (LMS) for online class management, the presentation of
interactive learning videos that support more engaging concept visualization, and the use of
Artificial Intelligence-based applications that allow for the personalization of materials
according to students' needs. Along with this development, in the 2000s, the concept of 21st-
century learning began to be widely recognized, which not only focuses on the transfer of
knowledge but also emphasizes the importance of mastering four key competencies: critical
thinking, collaboration, communication, and creativity, which are considered crucial for facing
global challenges in the digital era. Modern learning prioritizes the efficiency and effectiveness
of the time used for the learning system. With effective and efficient time, learning can be
conducted actively, creatively, and innovatively. Why is that? Because this learning can be
accessed anywhere and anytime, relying solely on an internet connection .

Thus, contemporary learning continues to evolve in line with technological advancements
and the needs of the times, making the educational process more adaptive, flexible, and relevant
to the real lives of learners.

Benefits and potential of contemporary learning methods

Islamic education faces challenges and opportunities to adapt to technological
advancements and the demands of the times. The solution to bridging the gap between
traditional Islamic values and technological advancements is modern learning models. Here
are some learning models currently used in Islamic religious education:

1. Blended Learning

Blended Learning, or mixed learning, is the combination of face-to-face
learning with online learning. Various materials can be accessed online, such as video
lessons, online discussions, and online assignments. This method not only increases
student participation but also gives them the ability to access materials anytime and
anywhere. Integrated education keeps up with the development of information
technology and creates a dynamic learning environment.

The main goal of blended learning is to increase students' interest in learning
activities, create flexibility in the learning environment for both students and teachers

so that the learning process can run optimally, train students to be interactive in class
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and active at home through digital content, streamline various learning methods that
seem impractical, and enhance students' participation in independent learning through
technology.
E-Learning

E-learning is a way of learning that uses technology through online platforms
and applications. E-learning makes Islamic religious education more accessible
worldwide by using interactive presentations, videos, and online forums. This supports
self-directed learning because students can learn at their own pace. The implementation
of e-learning in various universities effectively builds a comprehensive and interactive
communication mindset among students, lecturers, and the entire academic community,
and can be used as an alternative learning method because it is considered quite
effective and efficient in terms of both implementation and evaluation of learning.

E-learning has many accessible types; here are some applications that can be
utilized for learning, namely Edmodo, Moodle, and Google Classroom. There are 3
(three) functions of electronic learning in classroom instruction, namely as an optional
supplement, a complement, or a substitute.

The goal of e-learning is to enhance students' absorption of the material taught,
improve the quality of learning, and increase the ability to learn independently without
being solely reliant on what the instructor always provides. The goal of e-learning is
also to reduce costs for instructors, classroom equipment, online training site rentals,
and book printing. There is no need to have different instructors for each class. Through
e-learning, students are able to continue learning even if they are not physically present
in the classroom. The learning activities become very flexible as they can be adjusted
to the availability of both teachers and students.

Virtual Simulation Learning

Virtual simulation learning is a type of education that resembles real-life conditions,
ranging from virtual reality (VR) forms, online game-based education, to screen-based
virtual learning. Features in learning using virtual simulations can provide authentic
representation, integration, repetition, evaluation, and reflection, encouraging active
learning, creative thinking, and high-level problem-solving, which can foster
independent learning abilities among students. virtual simulations in learning can be
used as a means to sharpen the explanation of demonstration activities of phenomena
using teaching aids, or even replace the role of teaching aids, especially those that

cannot be realistically performed in front of the class.
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Features in learning using virtual simulations can provide authentic representation,
integration, repetition, evaluation, and reflection. This encourages active learning,
creative thinking, and high-level problem-solving, which can foster independent
learning abilities among students.

Problem Based Learning (PBL)

Problem-Based Learning PBL is a problem-based learning model where students are
given problems and asked to find solutions. PBL is a learning activity that involves
students with stimuli in the form of practical problems to find their solutions. In the
context of Islam, students may face moral or social issues that require a deep
understanding of the religion and the application of its concepts in real life. PBL
encourages students to think critically and apply Islamic teachings in the real world.
Collaborative Learning

Collaborative learning is a teaching method that emphasizes cooperation among
students to achieve shared learning goals. This model aims to facilitate active
engagement, critical thinking, and the development of social skills among students,
which are increasingly relevant in the workplace. This model encourages students to
work together in groups to solve problems. This method also creates an environment
that supports student socialization and discussion.

Flipped Classroom Learning

Flipped Classroom learning is a teaching method that reverses the traditional
approach by moving the delivery of material from the classroom to the home, while
class time is used for discussions, exercises, and more interactive activities. In this
model, lessons are delivered before class through online resources. After that, class time
is used to further discuss and understand the ideas. Assignments are given to students,
encouraging them to actively participate in learning. This method allows for more
interaction between students and educators.

Project-Based Learning

The project-based learning model is an educational approach that emphasizes
learning through practical experiences and real projects. In this model, students not only
acquire theoretical knowledge but also actively engage in planning, designing,
implementing, and evaluating projects relevant to the subject matter. This approach
allows students to gain a deeper understanding of the subject matter and develop
practical skills while participating in these projects.

Self-directed learning
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Learning independence is a method of learning carried out by an individual to
enhance knowledge, skills, and achievements through self-initiative in planning,
execution, and evaluation, relying on the individual's ability to manage learning
according to their autonomy, even though it may later require assistance or advice
from others.This model gives students the freedom to manage their time and

methods for studying.

4. CONCLUSION

Contemporary learning methods are innovative approaches that place students as active
subjects in the learning process, supported by technology and interactive models such as
blended learning, e-learning, flipped classroom, as well as project-based and collaborative
learning. In the context of Islamic Religious Education, this method can be an effective solution
to enhance the relevance, motivation, and understanding of students towards Islamic values in
reallife. However, the success of implementing contemporary learning methods heavily
depends on several supporting factors. Among them are the readiness and competence of
teachers in designing and managing technology-based learning, the availability of supporting
infrastructure such as internet access and digital devices, and the ability of educational
institutions to adapt the curriculum to be more responsive to changing times. Without that
support, this learning innovation will be difficult to run optimally. With the right approach,
contemporary learning can create a generation of learners who are not only intellectually smart
but also spiritually and emotionally mature. This generation is expected to have the ability to
think critically, be independent in learning, and behave religiously in community and national

life.
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